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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth in 
37 C.F.R. 1.56, applicants are filing this Information Disclosure 
Statement and the accompanying form PTO-144 9 along with copies of 
the prior art therein identified. Such prior art was cited in the 
specification of the present application on pages 5, 8 and 12 
respectively. 
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In addition, a number of French patents have come to the 
attention of applicants. Copies are enclosed, and a short 
explanation of these patents follows: 

FR-2782223-A1 provides background art to the present 
application. The document relates to a method and apparatus for 
inserting and decoding a mark in digital data. A sub-group of 
coefficients are chosen and the coefficients of the sub-group are 
modulated to insert the supplementary information. 
Applicants believe that FR-2782223 -Al does not disclose: 

"introducing data into at least one of the sub-bands in 
a scan direction, said at least one sub-band 
representing in the transform domain low spatial 
frequencies of the image in one direction and high 
spatial frequencies in another direction" 
this being one feature of claim 1 of the present application. 

FR-2782224-A1 provides background art to the present 
application. The document relates to a method and apparatus for 
inserting and decoding a mark in digital data. A sub-group of 
components of the lowest frequency are chosen and the components of 
that sub-group are modulated to the insert supplementary 
information. 

Applicants believe that FR-2782224 -Al does not disclose: 

"introducing data into at least one of the sub-bands in 
a scan direction, said at least one sub-band 
representing in the transform domain low spatial 
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frequencies of the image in one direction and high 
spatial frequencies in another direction" 
this being one feature of claim 1 of the present application. 

FR-2785426-A1 provides background art to the present 
application. The document relates to a method and apparatus for 
inserting and decoding a mark in digital data. A sub-group of low 
frequency coefficients are extracted. The coefficients in the sub- 
group are entropy decoded and are modulated by a signal 
representing the supplementary information. 
Applicants believe that FR-2785426-A1 does not disclose: 

"introducing data into at least one of the sub-bands in 
a scan direction, said at least one sub-band 
representing in the transform domain low spatial 
frequencies of the image in one direction and high 
spatial frequencies in another direction" 
this being one feature of claim 1 of the present application. 

So far as applicants are aware, this Information 
Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of the 
first Office Action on the merits. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is 
not an admission that the documents identified herein constitute 
prior art to the present application. 
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Please charge any fees incurred by the filing of this 
document or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0320. 

Respectfully submitted, 



FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG LLP 
Attorneys for Applicants 




Tel. (212) 588-0800 
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